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Joe McKeown in the last 20 years has been 

both a model and extremely accomplished 
Postal Inspector. Especially knowledgeable, 
he has not been detailed to merely one spe-
cific investigative area. Inspector McKeown 
has been critical to investigations involving 
both external and internal crime, audits, and a 
variety of criminal frauds both domestic and 
international. For the better part of his career 
he has been detailed to the Newark, Balti-
more, and Washington, DC regions. 

Mr. Speaker, each and every day across 
this great country distinguished civil servants 
are retiring. This Congress, and the public as 
well, owe such exemplary citizens more than 
we readily recognize. I take this opportunity to 
publicly thank Joseph Patrick McKeown for 
three decades of exceptional devotion and 
service to our nation. May I wish Joe and his 
wife Ruth nothing but the best in the years 
ahead. 
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2000 EMERGENCY SUPPLEMENTAL 
APPROPRIATIONS ACT 

SPEECH OF 

HON. MAX SANDLIN 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, March 29, 2000 

The House in Committee of the Whole 
House on the State of the Union had under 
consideration the bill (H.R. 3908) making 
emergency supplemental appropriations for 
the fiscal year ending September 30, 2000, and 
for other purposes: 

Mr. SANDLIN. Mr. Chairman, I rise today in 
strong support of the Hutchinson amendment 
to H.R. 3908, The Emergency Supplemental 
Appropriations for FY 2000. This amendment 
represents a significant effort to combat the 
spread of methamphetamine production and 
trafficking across the nation. 

Mr. Chairman, the timeliness of this bill can-
not be overstated. The use of 
methamphetamines is on the rise across the 
nation. According to the National Institute on 
Drug Abuse, methamphetamine use remains 
high and there is ‘‘strong evidence to suggest 
this drug will continue to be a problem in west 
coast areas as well as other areas of the 
United States.’’ 

Methamphetamine, also known as crank, 
ice, crystal, and peanut butter, has been de-
scribed as the ‘‘cocaine of the 90’s’’ or the 
‘‘poor man’s cocaine.’’ It is equivalent to her-
oin in the 70’s or cocaine in the 80’s. And its 
popularity is not without reason. The attrac-
tions of meth are many, including increased 
alertness, weight loss, a general sense of 
well-being, a cheap price tag, and a more in-
tense and prolonged reaction than cocaine 
can offer. However, the long-term effects of 
the drug are equally devastating and can in-
clude severe depression, brain and liver dam-
age, stroke, insomnia, behavior resembling 
paranoid schizophrenia, malnutrition, and hal-
lucinations, among others. Crank and ice are 
both extremely addictive and have increasingly 
become the illegal drug of choice, especially 
for women, throughout the western United 
States. 

Unfortunately, the dangers of meth extend 
far beyond those who consume the drug. As 

you may know, meth is made by a hazardous 
array of products, including ammonia gas and 
hydrochloric acid, which are both toxic and ex-
plosive when mixed. As a result, a meth lab 
can be a potential life threat to all who live 
near it. To make matters worse, anyone with 
access to the Internet can download a de-
tailed, step-by-step meth recipe. All of the in-
gredients needed to make the drug are easily 
accessible and can be bought in the super-
market. 

Although its roots are in the West coast, this 
epidemic has recently made its way to my 
home state of Texas. According to Drug En-
forcement Agency (DEA) statistics, there were 
175 seizures of methamphetamine labs in 
Texas by federal, local and state authorities in 
1999. This is almost three times the number of 
labs which were seized in 1998. The use and 
manufacturing of methamphetamines is be-
coming a serious epidemic in Texas and 
needs to be dealt with in a comprehensive 
and aggressive manner. 

In order to actively address this problem, I 
support the Hutchinson amendment which 
would provide funding to assist state and local 
law enforcement agencies with the costs of 
methamphetamine lab clean-up. The DEA has 
been using FY 1998 and 1999 funds to assist 
with clandestine meth lab clean-up during this 
current fiscal year. However, these funds have 
been exhausted. The Hutchinson amendment 
uses $15 million in unspent funds in the 
COPS program available for policing initiatives 
to combat methamphetamine production and 
trafficking. While I would prefer that the funds 
not be taken from the COPS program for this 
amendment, I am supportive of its purpose. It 
is time that we arm our law enforcement with 
funding to curb the manufacturing and traf-
ficking of this highly destructive drug. Now is 
the time to aggressively attack this problem. 
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HONORING CHIEF HELENA ASHBY 

HON. STEVEN T. KUYKENDALL 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, March 30, 2000 

Mr. KUYKENDALL. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor Chief Helena Ashby, a distin-
guished member of the Los Angeles County 
Sheriff’s Department. Chief Ashby is retiring 
from the department after nearly 36 years of 
exemplary service. 

On April 29, 1964, Helena Ashby was sworn 
in as Deputy Sheriff. Thirty-one years and sev-
eral promotions later, Helena Ashby made de-
partmental history by becoming the first fe-
male chief in 1995. Tomorrow she will retire 
as the highest-ranking female executive in the 
department. 

Chief Ashby is currently head of the depart-
ment’s Detective Division, responsible for all 
specialized criminal investigation throughout 
the County of Los Angeles. The division con-
sists of six individual bureaus and is staffed by 
759 personnel and has an annual budget of 
$64 million. The investigations completed by 
the Detective Division involve homicide, nar-
cotics, vehicle theft, organized crime, arson/ 
explosives, forgery, and computer crimes. 

As a Deputy, Sergeant, Lieutenant, Captain, 
Commander, and Chief, Helena Ashby has 

been a pioneer for women in law enforcement. 
She is also a model officer and a leader, an 
example for everyone in law enforcement. I 
commend her for her tireless service to the 
public. 

I congratulate Chief Ashby on her distin-
guished career. Her achievements are many, 
and the community is grateful for her service. 
I wish her all the best in retirement. Although 
she is leaving the force tomorrow, she will 
leave a lasting impact on the Los Angeles 
County Sheriff’s Department. 
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TRIBAL CONTRACT SUPPORT COST 
TECHNICAL AMENDMENTS OF 2000 

HON. DON YOUNG 
OF ALASKA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, March 30, 2000 

Mr. YOUNG of Alaska. Mr. Speaker, today 
I am introducing a bill to make technical 
amendments to the contract support cost pro-
visions of the Indian Self-Determination Act. 
These amendments are long overdue, and will 
finally keep faith with the hundreds of tribes 
and tribal organizations across the country 
that so ably carry out the Federal Govern-
ment’s health care and social service pro-
grams. 

One quarter of a century ago Congress firm-
ly launched the Nation into the Indian Self-De-
termination era by enacting the Indian Self-De-
termination and Education Assistance Act of 
1975. One goal of the Act was to break the 
cycle of paternalism and despair in our Native 
American communities. A second goal of the 
Act was to foster self-reliance and independ-
ence. And a third goal was to begin disman-
tling part of our highly inefficient and distant 
Federal bureaucracy, by turning over the daily 
operation of Native American programs from 
the Federal Government to the tribes and trib-
al organizations themselves. 

Twenty-five years later the Indian Self-De-
termination Act experiment has proven to be a 
resounding success. All across the country 
American Indian and Alaska Native tribes and 
tribal organizations are administering contracts 
to operate the Federal Government’s hos-
pitals, clinics, law enforcement programs, so-
cial welfare programs, education programs 
and a raft of other initiatives serving some of 
the neediest people in our Nation. And they 
are doing this with greater efficiency and more 
services than we here in Washington could 
ever do it. 

In my great State of Alaska, the Alaska Na-
tive people have been at the forefront of this 
effort, leading the country’s Native American 
communities in the administration of Bureau of 
Indian Affairs and Indian Health Service pro-
grams. Over one-quarter of all IHS programs 
currently under Native American operation are 
operated by Alaska Native tribal organizations, 
who administer over $200 million annually in 
desperately needed health care programs 
serving remote villages, many in the midst of 
Third-World conditions. Likewise, Alaska Na-
tive tribal organizations operate the entire BIA 
system on their own. No other area of the 
country is as advanced in these respects. 

Despite its successes, the policy of self-de-
termination has been consistently plagued by 
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